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SEN.A.TE.

53D CONGRESS, }

2d Session.

REPORT
{

No.137.

IN THE SEN.ATE OF THE UNITED ST.ATES.

JANUARY

8, 1894:.-0rdered to be printed.

Mr. BERRY, from the Committee on Public Lands, submitted the following

REPORT:
[To accompany H. R. 4859.]

The committee ·adopt the following report of the House committee
and recommend the passage of the bill:
The Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 284) "For
the relief of those settlers who made homestead entry ofless than 160 acres of Jand
in Oklahoma Territory," have had the same under consideration and report it back,
with the recommendation that it be laid upon the table and the accompanying substitute therefor be passed.
The boundary line between the former Iowa Reservation and the Kickapoo Reservation is the Deep Fork River. When the lands in the Iowa Reservation were
thrown open to settlement and entry said stream had not been meandered, and
settlers on the left bank thereof could not accurately determine how much land
was embraced in the tracts upon which they settled. Although the Deep Fork
River is a narrow, nonnavigable stream, not of the class which is subject to being
meandered under the rules of the Land Office, it was found necessary to survey the
meander lines of said river in order to accurately determine the quantity of land
embraced in each entry along the left bank thereof.
UJ?OII. the completi-on of the survey it was found upon examination that the
entries made for the lands on the left bank of the Deep Fork River embraced areas
varying in quantity from 8 acres upward. The Commissioner of the General Land
Office, who recommends the substitute, has informed the committee that many letters, from settlers on the left bank of said river,have been received at the Land
Office from which it appears that it was the general belief of said settlers that, as
the surveys as originally made subdivided the lands crossed by said river in the regular manner into quarter sections, they would be entitled when the Kickapoo
lands were opened to settlement and entr; to include the portions of the quarter
sections on the right bank of said river in the entries made by them for the portions
of the same quarter sections on the left bank of the river.
As the act of March 3, 1893 (27 Stat., 557), provides for the disposal of the KickaP?O lands, and it is probable that they will be opened to settlement and entry, the
bill is intended to afford relief to the parties referred to by allowing them to enter
an additional quantity of adjoining lands.
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